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WETLANDS PROTECTION ACT REFERENCE MANUAL 
 

Table of Contents 
 

1. Wetlands Protection Program  
a. Wetlands Protection Act:  M.G.L. c.131, §40:   

 http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/mgl/131-40.htm 
 
b. Restricted Wetlands:  M.G.L. c.131, §40A:   

http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/mgl/131-40a.htm 
 

c. Rivers Protection Act:  M.G.L. c.258, Acts of 1996  
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/riveract.htm 

 

d. Regulations for the Wetlands Protections Act:  310 CMR 10.00  
 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/regulati.htm 

 http://www.mass.gov/dep/service/regulations/310cmr10a.pdf 
http://www.mass.gov/dep/service/regulations/310cmr10b.pdf 

   

e. Administrative Appeals:  Adjudicatory Proceeding Rules 310 CMR 1.00  
http://www.mass.gov/dep/service/regulations/310cmr01.pdf 

http://www.mass.gov/dep/service/adr/dir0504.htm 
 
f. Wetlands Protection Act / Chapter 91 / Fee Transmittal  / 401 Certification Forms 

 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/approvals/wwforms.htm 
 
g. Wetlands Protection Program Policies  (also see Section 2, below) 

 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/policies.htm#wetlpol 
 

 

2. Wetlands Protection Program Policies 
a. DWW Policy 85-2:  Definition of Isolated Land Subject to Flooding  
 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/ilsf.htm 
 

b. DWW Policy 85-4:  Amended Orders  
 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/amorders.htm 

 
c. DWW Policy 86-1:  Title 5 
 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/title5.htm 

 
d. DWW Policy 87-1:  Expedited Review 

 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/exreview.htm 
 
e. DWW Policy 88-2:  Access Roadways 

 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/acroad.htm 
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f. DWW Policy 88-3:  Multiple Filings 
 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/multiple.htm 

 
g. DWW Policy 89-1:  Appeal Stays 

 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/apstays.htm 
 
h. DWW Policy 90-2:  Rare Species 

 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/rare.htm 
 

i. DWW Policy 91-1:  Plan Changes 
 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/planchng.htm 
 

j. DWW Policy 91-2:  Salt Ponds 
 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/saltpond.htm 

 
k. DWW Policy 92-1:  Coastal Banks 
 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/coastalb.htm 

 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/resources/fig123.htm 
 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/resources/fig4567.htm 

 
l. DWW Policy 99-1:  Buffer Zone  
 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/wwpp99-1.pdf 

 
m. Stormwater Management Policy:  (also see Section 4, below) 

 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/2103ch.pdf 
 
n. Wetlands Policy: Coordinated Review Relating to Endangered Species  

http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/habitat.htm 
 

 

3. Wetland Protection Guidance Documents 
a. Farming in Wetland Resource Areas –  

A Guide to Agriculture and the MA Wetlands Protection Act 
 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/farman.pdf 

 
b. Guidance No. BRP/DWM/WetG02-1: 
 Hydrology Handbook for Conservation Commissions 

 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/hydrol.pdf 
 

1. National Climate Data Center Precipitation Frequency Atlas 
 http://www.srh.noaa.gov/lub/wx/precip_freq/precip_index.htm 
 

2. DCR Rainfall Monitoring Program  
 http://mass.gov/dcr/waterSupply/rainfall/index.htm 

 
c. Guidance No. BRP/DWM/WetG02-2:   
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 Massachusetts Inland Wetland Replication Guidelines 
 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/replicat.pdf 

 
d. Guidance No. BRP/DWM/WW/G04-1: 

 Guidance for Aquatic Plant Management in Lakes and Ponds 
 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/alkguide.pdf 
 

e. Guidance No. BRPG01-01:  Snow Disposal Guidelines 
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/snowdisp.htm 

 
f. Guidance DWSG97-1:  Deicing Chemical (Road Salt) Storage 

http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/saltgui.doc  

 
g. Guidance No.  BRPG01-02:  West Nile Virus Application of Pesticides to  

 Wetland Resources, Buffer Zones, and Public Water Systems  
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/wnvpolcy.doc 

 

h. National Wetlands Inventory Plant List 
 http://www.nwi.fws.gov/bha/download/1988/region1.txt 

 
i. Wetlands Enforcement Manual 

http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/wenfman.pdf 

 
j. Beaver and Muskrat  

1. Guidance for Conservation Commissions Implementing G.L. c.131, s.80A:  
Threats from Beaver and Muskrat-Related Activities 
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/beaverww.doc 

 
2. Determining a Threat To Public Water Supplies Related to Presence of Beaver 

and Muskrat   
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/beaverws.doc 

 

k. Guide to Permitting Small Pile-Supported Docks and Piers 
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/resources/smaldock.pdf 

 
l. Bordering Vegetated Wetland Delineation 

1. Criteria and Methodology: 

http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/bvw.htm 
 

2. Manual: 
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/bvwmanua.pdf 

   

m. Massachusetts Wildlife Habitat Protection Guidance for Inland Wetlands 
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/wldhab.pdf 
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4. Stormwater Management  
a. Stormwater Management Policy 

 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/2103ch.pdf 
 

b. Stormwater Policy Handbook:  Volume I 
 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/swmpolv1.pdf 
 

c. Stormwater Technical Handbook:  Volume II  
 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/swmpolv2.pdf 

 
d. Erosion and Sediment Control Guidelines -    
 Guide for Planners, Designers, and Municipal Officials 

 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/essec1.pdf 
 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/essec2.pdf 

 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/essec3.pdf 
 
e. Stormwater Management Form 

 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/approvals/swmgtfm.pdf 
 

f. MA STrategic Envirotechnology Partnership (MASTEP)   
 http://www.mastep.net/ 
 

g. Penn. DEP Technology Acceptance And Reciprocity Partnership (TARP) 
 http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/pollprev/techservices/tarp/ 

 
h. EPA Environmental Technology Verification Program (ETV)  
 http://www.epa.gov/etv/verifications/vcenter9-9.html  

 
 

5. Rivers 
a. Mouth of Coastal River Maps 

http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/resources/maps01.htm 

 
b. USGS Streamstats 

http://ststdmamrl.er.usgs.gov/streamstats/ 
 

c. Exempt Minor Activities in Riverfront Areas and Buffer Zones under WPA 
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/minoract.pdf 

 
d. Functions and Values of Riparian Areas – a series of nine fact sheets 

http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/river/resources/riverfactsheets.htm  

 

 

 
 

6. Associated Wetland Programs and Guidance 
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a. Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program 
1. Vernal Pools    

http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/nhvernal.htm 
2. Rare Species 

http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/nhspecies.htm 
3. Vernal Pool De-certification 

 Maria Gabrielle – Aquatic Biologist 

 marea.gabriel@state.ma.us 

 

b. UMass Extension: Dept. Natural Resources and Environmental Conservation 
http://www.umass.edu/nrec/wetlands/wetlands_online_docs.html 

 

c. Clean Water Act: Massachusetts Programmatic General Permit  
http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/reg%5Cmapgp.pdf 

 

d. River and Stream Crossing Standards:  Technical Guidelines 

http://www.umass.edu/nrec/pdf_files/guidelines_river_stream_crossings.pdf 
 

 

7. 401 Water Quality Certification Program 
a. Massachusetts Clean Water Act:  M.G.L. c.21, §§26-53 
 http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/mgl/21-26.htm 
 

b. 401 Water Quality Certification Program:  314 CMR 9.00 
 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/314cmr9.htm 

 http://www.mass.gov/dep/images/314009.pdf 
 
c. BRP WW 07, 08, 09:  Dredging Projects 

1. PDF version: http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/approvals/ww0708.pdf 
 

2. Links to MS Word Instructions & Forms can be found at 
 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/approvals/wwforms.htm 

 

d. BRP WW 10, 11:  Major/Minor Fill and Excavation Projects 
1. PDF version: http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/approvals/ww10_11.pdf 

 
2. Links to MS Word Instructions & Forms can be found at 
 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/approvals/wwforms.htm 

 
e. MA Surface Water Quality Standards Regulations:  314 CMR 4.00 

http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/314cmr4.htm 
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/314004.pdf 

 

http://www.epa.gov/superfund/resources/remedy/pdf/6008-90003-s.pdf 
 

 

http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/nhvernal.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/nhspecies.htm
mailto:marea.gabriel@state.ma.us
http://www.umass.edu/nrec/wetlands/wetlands_online_docs.html
http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/reg%5Cmapgp.pdf
http://www.umass.edu/nrec/pdf_files/guidelines_river_stream_crossings.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/mgl/21-26.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/314cmr9.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dep/images/314009.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/approvals/ww0708.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/approvals/wwforms.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/approvals/ww10_11.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/approvals/wwforms.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/314cmr4.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/314004.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/resources/remedy/pdf/6008-90003-s.pdf


rev. 29 Mar 06                 WPA Reference Manual                                                                  Page 6 of 8 

8. Waterways Program 

a. The Massachusetts Public Waterfront Act – General Info and FAQs, etc.  

http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/resources/waterway.htm 
 

b. The Massachusetts Public Waterfront Act Description 

 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/resources/about01.htm 
 

f. Massachusetts General Law Chapter 91: M.G.L. c. 91, §§1-63 
 http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/mgl/gl-91-toc.htm 
 

g. Regulations for Chapter 91:  310 CMR 9.00 
http://www.mass.gov/dep/service/regulations/310cmr09.pdf 

 

h. Chapter 91 Request for Determination of Applicability:  BRP WW 04 

(This is NOT the form to use for determining Wetlands Protection Act jurisdiction.)  
1. PDF version: http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/approvals/ww04.pdf 

 
2. Links to MS Word Instructions & Forms can be found at 
 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/approvals/wwforms.htm 

 
i. Chapter 91 Waterways License, Simplified License, Permits, Amendments 

(This package replaces BRP WW 01, BRP WW 03 and BRP WW 06.)  
1. PDF version: http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/approvals/ch91app.pdf 
 

2. Links to MS Word Instructions & Forms can be found at 
 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/approvals/wwforms.htm  

 
j. Guide to Permitting Small Pile-Supported Docks and Piers 
 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/resources/smaldock.pdf  

 
k. List of Great Ponds:   

http://www.mass.gov/dep//water/resources/grtpond.htm 
 
 

 

8. Wetlands Conservancy Program 
a. Inland and Coastal Wetlands Restriction Acts 

1. M.G.L. c.131, §40A – Inland  
 http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/mgl/131-40a.htm 

 
2. M.G.L. c.131, §105 – Coastal  

 http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/mgl/130-105.htm 
 
b. List of Towns with Wetlands restrictions:   

 http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/resources/commlist.htm 
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c. Regulations for Wetlands Conservancy Program  

1. 310 CMR 13.00 Adopting Inland Wetland Orders 
http://www.mass.gov/dep/service/regulations/310cmr13.pdf 

 
2. 310 CMR 12.00 Adopting Coastal Wetland Orders 
http://www.mass.gov/dep/service/regulations/310cmr12.pdf 

 
d. Renovation of Abandoned Cranberry Bogs:  310 CMR 23.00  

http://www.mass.gov/dep/service/regulations/310cmr23.pdf 

 
 

9. Miscellaneous 

a. Code of Massachusetts Regulations 

1. by Citation 
 http://www.lawlib.state.ma.us/cmr.html 

 
2. by Topic 
 http://www.lawlib.state.ma.us/cmrindex.html 

 
b. Public Access to WPA Notices of Intent 

  https://edep.dep.mass.gov/wetland/wetland.aspx 
 

c. Commonwealth of Massachusetts Registry of Deeds  
 http://www.masslandrecords.com/malr/index.htm  
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Regional Office: Circuit Rider Contacts 

 
 

Northeast Region  
NERO 

Jason.Lederer@state.ma.us 
(978) 694-3253 

Southeast Region  

SERO 
 

Southeast Region  
SERO 

Christine.Odiaga@state.ma.us 

(508) 946-2836 
 

Margo.Clerkin@state.ma.us 
(508) 946-2735 

Central Region   

CERO 

Kathy.Robertson@state.ma.us 

(508) 767-2725 

Western Region  

WERO 

Mark.Stinson@state.ma.us 

(413) 755-2257 

Western Region  
WERO 

Anthony.M.Zaharias@state.ma.us 
(413) 755-2147 

Boston  Alice.Smith@state.ma.us 
(617) 292-5854 

 

Regional Wetland Section Chiefs  

 

Northeast Region  

NERO 

Richard.Tomczyk@state.ma.us 

(978) 694-3260 

Southeast Region  
SERO 

Elizabeth.Kouloheras@state.ma.us 
(508) 946-2810  

Central Region   
CERO 

Philip.Nadeau@state.ma.us 
(508) 767-2733  

Western Region  
WERO 

Robert.J.McCollum@state.ma.us 
(413) 755-2138  
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